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SUBJECT: SUAREZ' REFORM PROGRAM 

REF: MADRID 6924 

1 . PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ AS USUAL SPOKE IN GOOD STYLE 
LAST NIGHT, ALTHOUGH HE WAS SOMEWHAT NERVOUS AT THE OUTSET. 
HE DESCRIBED GENERALLY THE PARLIAMENTARY REFORM PROGRAM 
BUT DID NOT ANNOUNCE THE SPECIFICS, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE 
OF THE NICETIES OF THE PRESENTATION TO THE CORTES AND 
NATIONAL COUNCIL (THE LATTER IS TO MEET IMMEDIATELY). 

THIS LACK OF SPECIFICS SPARKED SOME CRITICISM (SEE SEPTEL 
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FOR FIRST REACTIONS) BUT THE INFORMATION MINISTER WILL 
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ANNOUNCE THE PROPOSAL TODAY, SO THAT ATTENTION SHOULD 
PRESUMABLY TURN TO THE SPECIFICS OF THE DRAFT WHICH SHOULD 
RUN ALONG THE LINES REPORTED IN REFTEL. 

2. FBIS HAS TRANSLATED THE SPEECH, MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS OF 
WHICH FOLLOW: 

- SUAREZ AGAIN EMPHASIZED THAT THE GOAL WAS THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF A FUNCTIONING DEMOCRACY IN WHICH THE SOVEREIGNTY RESTED 
WITH THE PEOPLE AND THEREFORE THE NECESSITY OF ACCOMMODATING 
THE SPANISH LEGAL FRAMEWORK TO THE REALITY OF THE COUNTRY. 

- HE HIGHLIGHTED CONTACTS WITH "MANY OF THE MORE 
SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL GROUPS" FROM RIGHT, CENTER OR LEFT, 

AND SAID THE MOMENT DEMANDS ACTION IN WHICH THE SPANISH 
PEOPLE LEGITIMIZE WITH THEIR VOTE THOSE WHO ASPIRE TO BE 
THE COUNTRY'S REPRESENTATIVES. 

- HE DESCRIBED THE LAW AS A SIMPLE, REALISTIC DRAFT WHICH 
WILL TAKE THE DRAMA AND FICTION OUT OF POLITICS THROUGH 
ELECTIONS TO A BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE BY DIRECT, SECRET AND 
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE, THE KEY POINT (LEAVING THE INITIATIVE ON 
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM TO THE LOWER HOUSE AND THE EXECUTIVE). 

- SUAREZ NOTED THAT THE DRAFT PROCEEDS FROM THE LEGAL SETUP 
IN FORCE, MODIFYING SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

AFTER THE PEOPLE SPEAK, OTHER MAJOR POLITICAL PROBLEMS CAN 
BE SOLVED WITH THE AUTHORITY GRANTED BY THE ELECTORATE, 

I.E., REGIONAL ISSUES, THE "FINAL SINDICAL REFORM," THE 
RELATIONSHIP OF THE EXECUTIVE TO THE LEGISLATIVE CHAMBERS, ETC. 

- SUAREZ ALSO DEVOTED SOME ATTENTION TO THE ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS OF THE COUNTRY, NOTING THAT HE DID NOT HAVE A 
MAGIC FORMULA CAPABLE OF SOLVING ALL THE POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS SIMULTANEOUSLY. HE PROMISED FURTHER 
ECONOMIC MEASURES IN SHORT ORDER. 

- SUAREZ REAFFIRMED THE PLEDGE TO HOLD GENERAL ELECTIONS 
FOR THE NEW PARLIAMENT "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE" AND IN ANY 
CASE BY JUNE OF 1977, ADDING ELSEWHERE THE NECESSITY TO 
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CARRY OUT RAPIDLY THE POLITICAL REFORM -A POINT OBVIOUSLY 
MEANT FOR CORTES' EARS. IN SO DOING, SUAREZ LINKED 
RAPID POLITICAL REFORM WITH THE NATION'S ABILITY TO DEAL 
WITH OTHER SERIOUS PROBLEMS, E.G., ECONOMIC, AND PROMISED 
TO MAINTAIN PUBLIC ORDER. 
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